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If you came to our annual auction in July, youôre already aware that you 

are a member of the Dennis Conservation Trustôs ñ600 Club.ò  
You probably donôt remember joining. Itôs okay, because there was no 
formal sign- up. You became a member of this exclusive club because 

you are responsible for helping the Trust preserve 600 acres of open 
space within our Town. 
 
You are special! The environment is important to you. You have helped 
preserve the rural character of our Town, providing space for us to 
breathe, and habitat for untold fauna and flora. 
 

Iôm sure every animal in that open space,  
although not aware that it was you, is aware of the respite you have  
provided, aware of the opportunity to live and thrive and raise a family. 
And the flora? Why I can practically see the  
goldenrod, Plymouth gentian, bayberry,  
blueberry, asters and milkweed moving in the 
wind with a silent nod in your direction. 
 
So, take a second. Reach your arm, either left 
or right (or both if you are really flexible) 
over your shoulder and pat yourself on the 
back.  GOOD JOB.  You are members of the 
600 Club and we think that is pretty amazing. 
 
Oh, and by the way, just 32 more acres  
preserved and we will all be members of the 
ñSquare Mile Club.ò  Yup, just 32 more acres 
and we will have preserved ï together ï 640 
acres, or one square mile, in a town of  
roughly 22 square miles.  And, when we 
reach the Square Mile Club, which we will 
with your help ï weôll go for more. Then weôll all be  members of that 
new club (whatever we call it), too. 
 
It does seem we continue to ask Mother Earth to hold on, to hang in 
there. We think we need to take just a little bit more. And we promise  
that someday weôll start to preserve, weôll start to care.                
 
Someday, we promise, weôll be there for you. We know youôre 
important, but somehow, life gets in the way. 

President's Message 
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Weôve built an infrastructure that, for the 
most part, helps us thrive as human beings in our town. We have grocery 
stores and pharmacies and restaurants.  We have highways and byways 
and parking lots galore. We continue to ask for just a little more, and 
Mother Earth continues to give. 
 

We respect that we have infrastructure needs as human beings, and we 
couldnôt live well without much of what we have created. We need it. 
However, the reason we fell in love with Dennis was not for the  
infrastructure, but for the beaches, warm summer nights, the water (both 
salt and fresh), the wildlife, and all that greenðthe woods, the marshes ï  
a place to breathe, to be at peace. 
 

We in the environmental community are sometimes criticized as being 
over-zealous in our pursuit of all things wild. We have been criticized for 
ñcrying wolf.ò  After all, thereôs still so much the earth has left to give. 
Well, in the words of Joni Mitchellôs song, ñYou donôt know what 
youôve got till itôs gone.ò 
 

So we will keep coming to you. We will ask you for your support and 
your advocacy.  We will never stop asking, and we hope you will never 
stop giving. It would be an awful legacy if all that we leave to those who 
follow us is a place that used to be ñspecial.ò 
 

Thank You for being a member. 

Joseph W. Masse, President 
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Volunteer Spotlight 

The Dennis Conservation Trust is grateful for all of the active volunteers 
that help the Trust with land management, events, and administrative 
tasks. Without these dedicated individuals, we simply would not be able 
to do the critical work of land protection.  
 

As many of you know, the DCT Annual Auction is an important financial 
and community-building event bringing over 200 people together to  
celebrate the Trust. There are two volunteers who continue to devote 
their time and energy to make this event successful.  
 

George and Marianne Holland have volunteered with the Trust since 
2005 after ñgentle persuasionò from our former Auction Manager and 
Trustee, Connie Mooers.  

 
The DCT Director,  
Katherine Garofoli (KG) 
spent some time with 
George and  
Marianne (G & M)  
discussing why they  
volunteer  with the DCT.  
 

KG: ñWhy do you  
dedicate so much free 
time to helping the  
Dennis Conservation 
Trust?ò 
 

 
G & M: ñOnce we started volunteering with Connie, we realized how 
important the mission of protecting open space truly is for the Town of 
Dennis. We live next to land owned by the Dennis Water District and 
have seen the Town change over the years.ò 
 

KG: ñWhatôs your favorite part of volunteering for the Auction?ò 
 

G: ñVolunteering is about building relationships and connecting with 
people. We visit many of the same businesses each year and they know 
us by name now.ò  
 

M: ñWe have a chance to talk to people about what the Trust is up to. 
Volunteering feels good and the Auction is a lot of fun!ò 

George & Marianne Holland in their home. 
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Are you interested in volunteer opportunities with 
the DCT? 

Do you have gently used yard tools that  
you no longer need? 

The DCT would like to increase its tool inventory for land maintenance 
projects. We are looking for the following: 

 
Hand loppers 
Rakes 

Pruning shears 
Hand saws 

 
Please contact Katherine Garofoli if you are interested in donating tools.            

Call 508-694-7812 and we will schedule a pick up. 
Thank you! 

Contact the  
DCT office for more  
information.  

 
Call 508-694-7812 or  

email at  
katherine@thecompact.net 

 
We have many  
different roles! 

KG: ñYouôre both long-time members of the Trust, as well. Why?ò 
 

G & M: ñWell, if you own property here, youôre proud of this Town. 
Supporting the Trust is one simple way to make sure the natural areas 
stay protected for future generations.ò  
 

Thank you George and Marianne!  
It is people, like you, who make the  

Trust successful.  

Volunteer Spotlight 

Hearty DCT Volunteers 
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The DCT celebrated another wacky, quacky day at the 3rd Annual Rub-
ber Duck Regatta on September 16, and it was in every way a 
ñWOW!ò  Attendees from 9 months to 90+ enjoyed the festivities with 
equal delight. The perfect early fall day and The Sandbar Restaurant and 
bridge provided a picturesque rustic Cape Cod setting, tucked into the 
marsh system of West Dennis Beach and the Bass River estuary.   
 
At the starting signal, hun-
dreds of numbered rubber 
duckies were launched from 
the bridge and the race was 
off.  Emcee John Todd, of 
the band Crocodile Tears, 
added excitement as he 
called the race. The first 
three ducks to cross the fin-
ish line won cash prizes of 
$1000, $250, and $100.    

2017 Rubber Duck Regatta 

Photo by Carole Bell 

Photo by Carole Bell 
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More than 40 local businesses and  
organizations entered their decorated 
larger ducks with their own imaginative 
personalities, and attendees cast votes for 
the best ñDecked Out Duck.ò The winner 
was Rockland Trust of West Dennis, 
with a duck totally covered in pennies 
and dimes, sporting a snappy tie of coin 
roller papers. (See additional photos on 
DennisConservationTrust.com or  
Facebook).  Attendees enjoyed face 
painting, food, kids activities, free duck 
whistles, an ice cream truck, colorful 
kayakers, and lots of ñquackersò and 
quacky fun!    
 
Many thanks to this yearôs sponsors,  
volunteers, and supporters who purchased the chances, and at-
tendees.  With your help, the Trust reaped the bonus of the event ï  
bringing in a tidy sum to the DCT that will help in our ongoing efforts to 
preserve open space in Dennis ï forever!   
 
We hope you'll join us in 2018: volunteer, buy a chance to win, enter the 
Decked Out Duck contest, be a sponsor, or just come and quack the 

ducks onto another fun finish. 

2017 Rubber Duck Regatta 
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This is the time of year when many of us make charitable contributions.  
Hereôs one strategy for making these contributions result in greater in-
come tax savings.  
 
For those who have reached age 70 İ and who are required to take  
Required Minimum Distributions from their Traditional IRAs:  
 
REQUIRED MINIMUM DISTRIBUTIONS FROM TRADITIONAL 
IRAS TO CHARITY 
 
Once you, as the owner of a Traditional IRA (not a Roth IRA), reach age 
70 İ, you must begin to take required minimum distributions (RMDs), 
based on your age and the amount held in your IRA. These RMD 
amounts are added to your taxable income each year. 
 
Tax law now allows owners to direct that the RMD (or some portion, up 
to $100,000) be distributed directly from the IRA account to the charity. 
These direct transfers are called ñqualified charitable distributionò (QCDs).  

 
By transferring the RMD directly to the charity, the RMD distribution 
amount is never added to the donorôs adjusted gross income and,  
therefore, not subject to income tax. 

Year-end income tax and  
charitable planning strategy 


